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REPORT
Prague Climate Talks: European Green Deal:
will it bring structural change?
Tuesday 12th May 2020, 16:00 – 17:30,
online
▪

The first Prague Climate Talks debate of this year took place online on Tuesday 12th May from
4pm. This project is co-organised by EUROPEUM Institute for European Policy and HeinrichBöll-Stiftung Prague, under the auspices of the UN Information Centre Prague.

▪

The topic of discussion was the European Green Deal and whether it will bring structural
changes. The speakers were Naďa Johanisová from the Masaryk University in Brno, Lukáš
Víšek from the cabinet of Frans Timmermans in the European Commission and Jan Freidinger
from Greenpeace. The debate was moderated by Kateřina Davidová from EUROPEUM Institute
for European Policy.

▪

The recording of the debate is available on the Facebook page of EUROPEUM Institute for
European Policy.

The discussion was centred around the new
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he sees more opportunities than threats in
the Green Deal.
Jan

will be beneficial for the Czech Republic, all

Freidinger

also

views

the

European Green Deal positively as a whole,
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reservations to it. Especially the EU’s
emissions reduction target for the year 2030
is not ambitious enough, according to him.
When compared with other countries of the
world, however, the European project is
unparalleled.
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According to Jan Freidinger it will help watch
up with the rest of Europe in areas which we
are already lagging behinds – for example in
energy efficiency of buildings or with water
retention measures. Lukáš Víšek mentioned
also the area of research and innovations,
which will be supported through EU funding.
According to Naďa Johanisová, the European
Green Deal is a good framework for
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especially the climate crisis.

is one of the factors responsible for the
growth of emissions (as consumption grows,
so grows production and therefore also
emissions). According to Johanisová, it is
instead necessary to strive for a sustainable
degrowth.

The viewers on Facebook then asked
questions pertaining to for example the
Green Deal’s support for local farms and
farmers as well as the options for European
citizens to comment on the emerging

