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Introduction 
Innovation through research and development has 

been a long-term objective throughout the European 

funding frameworks. With the start of the 2021 – 

2027 cycle of Horizon Europe, EU’s innovation 

institutions are continuing, but also setting more 

ambitious priorities and launching new components 

and programs.  

Continuing EUROPEUM’s series on EU innovation 

momentum, this article presents the European 

Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT) as one 

of the major components of the Horizon Europe 

Innovation pillar. A detailed look at the EIT strategic 

agenda for 2021 – 2027, its programs and objectives, 

reveals the prominence of knowledge, networking 

and regional focus as common denominators of the 

European innovation agenda for the coming years. 

Having created over 60 innovation hubs across 

Europe, EIT’s goal is to support and connect 

European start-ups and NGOs, providing training, 

education and funding. To this end, it has supported 

more than 4.700 start-ups in collaboration with 1284 

companies and almost 600 higher education and 

research institutions, in addition to 193 cities, 

regions and NGOs.  

As part of Horizon Europe, the EIT’s priorities align 

with the former in supporting science and research, 

but also focusing on its practical impact and 

application. Its agenda complements the role of the 

newly established European Innovation Council. 

Particularly, EIT maintains a strong focus on 

harnessing the specific innovation capacity of 

regions – for the regional benefit. Another strong 

component is building knowledge communities and 

connecting them across Europe.   

Communities of knowledge  

EIT implements its mission through its Knowledge 

and Innovation Communities (KICs). Currently 

counting with 8 of these clusters, each one is focused 

on one of the key societal or environmental 

challenges. The KIC act as executive arms of sorts, 

implementing the EIT’s mission – each of them 

based in a different European city, coordinating a 

thematic area, and collaborating with relevant 

organizations, cities and companies across Europe:  

EIT Climate cluster focuses on climate sustainability 

and innovation with a goal of achieving a net zero 

emissions economy by 2050. 

EIT Digital addresses the digital transformation of 

organizations and processes by connecting over 200 

business and research organizations across Europe. 

EIT Food mobilizes research, businesses (including 

start-ups), universities and consumers for conscious 

production and consumption of food products.  

EIT Health focuses on the area of research and 

entrepreneurship connected to healthcare provision, 

disease prevention and public awareness. 

EIT InnoEnergy mobilizes key private and public 

stakeholders to bring innovative energy solutions to 

the table, often developed by European startups and 

SMEs. 

  

https://www.europeum.org/
https://eit.europa.eu/
https://eit.europa.eu/
https://eit.europa.eu/news-events/news/eit-strategy-2021-2027-agreed
https://eit.europa.eu/news-events/news/eit-strategy-2021-2027-agreed
https://eit.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2018_eit_infographic_update.pdf
https://eit.europa.eu/sites/default/files/eit_position_paper_horizon_europe_synergies.pdf
https://eit.europa.eu/sites/default/files/eit_position_paper_horizon_europe_synergies.pdf
https://eit.europa.eu/sites/default/files/eit_position_paper_horizon_europe_eit_eic_0.pdf
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://eit.europa.eu/our-communities/eit-innovation-communities
https://eit.europa.eu/our-communities/eit-innovation-communities
https://www.climate-kic.org/
https://www.eitdigital.eu/
https://www.eitfood.eu/
https://eithealth.eu/
https://www.innoenergy.com/
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EIT and KIC partner organizations - infographic. 

Figure from August 2020.  
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EIT Manufacturing focuses on aligning 

sustainability and competitiveness goals through 

innovation in the European manufacturing sector. 

EIT Raw Materials takes a perspective similar to the 

above, focusing on research and development of raw 

materials, harnessing the knowledge of SMEs and 

researchers.  

EIT Urban Mobility mobilizes its private and public 

partners to develop solutions for smart, green and 

integrated transport across European cities. 

Partnerships as the key 

To implement its innovation objectives, EIT counts 

with a budget of EUR 3,2 billion over the period of 

2021 – 2027. This constitutes an increase of nearly a 

third, compared the previous Horizon funding period. 

The funding is distributed amongst the existing 

clusters, with the first program calls opening 

throughout the spring of 2021.  

The key to implementing the EIT’s ambitious goals 

are the continuing and new partnerships within its 

Innovation Communities, built on funding, capacity 

building and expertise sharing. This is the essence 

and the distinguishing feature of EIT compared to 

other components and institutes of Horizon’s 

innovation pillar. Connecting small businesses, 

startups, NGOs, universities and research institutes 

is simultaneously part of EIT’s its functioning logic 

and its ultimate goal. As a result of KIC’s continuing 

initiatives, 60 innovation hubs have been established 

across Europe. Over 1700 organizations throughout 

Europe which have partnered with one of the KICs 

are bound to be joined by many others towards 2027. 

Objectives of the 2027 

strategy 

Launching two new Innovation and Knowledge 

Communities to mobilize even more partner 

organizations is part of the 2027 EIT Strategy. A new 

KIC focused on Cultural and Creative Sectors and 

Industries is set to be established in 2022. Another 

new KIC, which will likely focus on the area of 

Maritime development, research and innovation, is 

to be launched in 2025.  

Among other priorities of the 2027 Strategy is an 

even stronger regional focus, compared to the 

previous period. EIT will develop regional outreach 

programs to boost the local potential of startups and 

research institutions, involving even greater number 

of companies, NGOs and cities in the initiatives led 

by its thematic KICs. The goal is to mobilize the ben 

efits of KICs for the benefit of towns and regions, in 

line with Horizon’s mission to strengthen local 

development, innovation and job creation.  

Finally, EIT also aims to strengthen the innovation 

capacity of higher education by means of funding, 

expertise and capacity building. Programs and 

projects will be launched to help universities 

mobilize their existing knowledge and research 

capacities to foster innovation in their respective 

regions. The following piece of the EUROPEUM’s 

Horizon innovation series will discuss a current call 

for proposals which sets some ambitious goals in this 

respect. 

  

https://eitmanufacturing.eu/
https://eitrawmaterials.eu/
https://www.eiturbanmobility.eu/
https://eit.europa.eu/our-activities/call-for-eit-communities/2021
https://eit.europa.eu/our-activities/call-for-eit-communities/2021
https://eit.europa.eu/who-we-are/eit-glance/eit-strategy-2021-2027
https://www.europeum.org/
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