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In September 2022, the European Commission put forward its proposal for new
media protection - the European Media Freedom Act. This document contains
several new amendments - for example, it bans spying on journalists, interference
in media editorial decisions, guarantees transparency of ownership, independent
and adequate funding of public service media and proposes the establishment of
a new European Media Services Council. The Council will be composed of national
media authorities. This Council will also monitor compliance with measures
concerning non-EU media that could potentially pose a risk to public security and

circumvent EU rules.’

Vice-President for Values and Transparency Véra Jourova says that this proposal
has been put forward mainly because of the various pressures on the media that
can be observed in individual countries. It is intended to prevent the public media
from becoming propaganda channels and to protect the freedom and pluralism

of other media.?

Slovenia has been one of the EU countries most concerned about media freedom
and independence over the past year. In the new law, it has focused on one of the
points also addressed in the European Media Freedom Act, namely the

independence of the media from politicians and political parties.

A new law regarding greater independence of the RTV Council began to be
discussed during the time when JanSa was prime minister for the second and third
time. In this context, the then opposition accused the ruling parties of trying to
suppress critical voices from the media. In Slovenia, under the Jansa government,

it became customary for government officials to regularly threaten journalists.
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One of them was investigative journalist Blaz Zgaga, who faced death threats after
criticizing the Jansa government during the coronavirus pandemic. Jansa and his
government referred to journalists who criticised the government, including Blaz

Zgaga, as a threat to the health and lives of citizens.?

Ahead of Slovenia's EU presidency in the second half of 2021, the Council of
Europe issued a memorandum criticising the deterioration of media freedom in
Slovenia. Furthermore, the JanSa government even stopped funding for Slovenia's
national press agency on the grounds that the correct documentation had not
been submitted. Even after pressure from the European Union, these payments

have not been resumed.?

In the summer of 2020, the JanSa government proposed a media-focused law to
increase the state's influence over Slovenia's national press agency and reduce
funding for the public broadcaster RTV. At the time of the JanSa government,
members of the RTV board were appointed by parliament, political parties or the
government. Therefore, it was very controversial when a new RTV Director General
was appointed and Jansa responded by saying: "hopefully the new broom wiill fix
such false reporting." At the time, there were also several pro-government media
outlets that supported Jansa and participated in strengthening distrust in the
public media RTV. > These former pro-government media such as Nova24TV,
Demokracija, or Skandal24 were founded by the Slovenian Democratic Party or its

members, and today some SDS members have minority stakes in these media.
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The majority shares are then owned by businessmen who have close relations

with Viktor Orban.®

In April 2022, however, the Svoboda Movement won the National Assembly
elections, and the government was formed by its chairman, Robert Golob. The
newly formed government also focused on amending the law on public television
RTV Slovenia. In the summer of 2022, a new law was adopted that changes the
way the RTV management is elected, so that members of the broadcasting board
will not be directly elected by the government, parties or the Chamber of Deputies.
The main objective for this amendment is to ensure the full institutional and
programmatic autonomy of the public broadcaster RTV Slovenia and to protect its

journalistic autonomy and independence.’

The new law states that the existing Supervisory and Programme Boards will be
replaced by a single governing and controlling body - the RTV Slovenia Council. It
is composed of 17 members. And instead of a director general, a four-member
board will be established with the addition of a director of digital content, which
will help improve the position of new media activities.® Members of this council
would then be representatives of interest groups, such as employees, the Italian
and Hungarian minorities, the religious community, the Slovenian Academy of

Sciences and Arts and other organisations, RTV staff or representatives from civil
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society.” The new government sought to focus specifically on civil society, as the
role of civil society had been neglected in the previous amendment to the 2005

law on the election of members to the RTV Board. '°

However, the opposition parties disagreed with the change and collected more
than the 5 000 signatures needed to call the referendum. The referendum was
held at the end of November 2022 and more than 62% of voters gave their

approval to the new media law.™

Recently, the topic of improving the protection of journalists and the
independence of the media from political entities has been increasingly discussed.
In the European Union, according to the 2022 Rule of Law Report, there is not
much progress in media independence and the indicator of protection of the
journalistic profession has even slightly decreased.'? For this reason, it can be
concluded that the adoption of the European Media Freedom Act should be
accelerated, or individual states should proceed to adopt similar laws as Slovenia

has just done, if they want to promote greater media freedom and independence.
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